Mains 2026
Testb

[Paper Il — Sectional Test 1]

Perspectives on the study of Indian society
Impact of colonial rule on Indian society
Rural and Agrarian Social Structure
Caste System

Time allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 250

Question Paper Specific Instructions

¢ There are EIGHT questions divided in two SECTIONS.
+»+ Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

+ Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE
are to be attempted choosing at least ONE from each section.



SECTION A

Q1. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

a) Gulamgiri

b) Inyour opinion, do village studies still serve any purpose in modern
digital age? Suitably substantiate your arguments.

c) Westernization and institutional changes in India

d) Trace the trajectory of protests and social movements from colonial era
to contemporary India.

e) Discuss how the study of interplay between ‘Great Tradition’ and ‘Little
Tradition’ is essential for understanding social change in contemporary
India.

Q2. (a) ‘The Caste System is not merely a division of labour. It is also a division
of labourers.” Comment. 20

(b) How far Srinivas’ Sanskritization is modernizing force or
traditionalizing force in understanding the changes in caste system? 20

(c) Is Indian village changing? Substantiate your answer with suitable
examples. 10

Q3. (a) Discuss the changes that the agrarian social structure in India is
undergoing. 20

(b) The main objectives of socio-religious movements during the colonial
rule in India were reforming and synthesizing Hinduism. Write on any
two such important movements. 20

(c) Write a short note on the racial theory of caste. 10

Q4. (a) “Tradition and modernity co-exist in contemporary Indian society’.
Discuss the factors responsible for this continuity and change. 20

(b) Describe the impact of land reforms on the peasants of Indian society.
20
(c) ‘“There are no all-India castes and there is no nationwide hierarchy of

castes.” Comment. 10



SECTION B

Q5. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

Q6.

(a) Caste, Class and Power

(b) Elucidate the utility of the concept of ‘dominant caste’ in understanding
rural social stratification in India

(c) Agrarian unrest in contemporary India

(d) Social background of Indian nationalism

(e) S.N.D.P. Movement

(@) Explain how land reforms brought about desired agrarian
transformation. 20

(b) What are the changes in the cultural and structural aspects of the caste
system since independence? 20

(c) Highlight the achievements as well as failures of affirmative action in
India. 10

Q7. (a) How have the struggles against untouchability changed their forms

Q8.

and perspectives from Gandhian to Ambedkarite positions? 20

(b) Critically examine Louis Dumont’s contributions in understanding the
caste system in India. 20

(c) Examine the changing initiatives of the land tenure system in India. 10

(@) Discuss the paradoxical nature of change in contemporary Indian
society. Describe the factors responsible for it. 20

(b) Compare and contrast Marxian and Ambedkarite views on caste
system. 20

(c) Write a short note on the book-view and field-view of caste system in
India. 10
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