Mains 2026
Test4
[Paper | — Sectional Test 4]
Religion and Society
Systems of Kinship
Social Change in Modern Society
Time allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 250

Question Paper Specific Instructions

¢ There are EIGHT questions divided in two SECTIONS.
+ Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

+¢ Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE
are to be attempted choosing at least ONE from each section.



Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

SECTION A

Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)
a) Science, ethics and social change

b) Karl Marx’s views on religion

c) Development and dependency

d) Deschooling Society

e) Role of social media as an agent of social change

(a) How do theories of Marx, Weber and Durkheim differ in understanding
religion? Discuss their relevance in understanding religion in contemporary
society. 20

(b) Distinguish between ‘family’ and ‘household’. Discuss how ‘live-in
relationships’ challenge the traditional conception of the institution of
family? 20

(c) Is the theory of cultural lag valid in present times? Discuss. 10

(a) Discuss Talcott Parsons’ contribution to the analysis of social change.
20

(b) ‘Education is the most powerful weapon to fight social inequality’.
Critically analyze the statement with relevant case studies and suitable
examples. 20

(¢c) “Science has empirical means to logical ends and religion has non-
empirical means to logical ends.” Comment. 10

(@) Is secularism a weak ideology? Discuss the challenges to secularism in
the light of religious revivalism in contemporary times. 20

(b) Discuss Pitrim A. Sorokin’s theory of social change. To what extent
Sorokin’s ideas are useful in understanding social change in contemporary
times. 20

(c) What, according to Irawati Karve, are the major difference between
North Indian and South Indian Kinship system? 10



SECTION B

Q5. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

(a) Highlight the significance of lineage and descent in understanding the social
structure of society.

(b) Continuity and change in the institution of marriage

(c) How is religious revivalism different from religious fundamentalism?
Support your arguments with the help of suitable examples.

(d) “Social conflict is both a cause and a consequence of social change.” Explain.

(e) The Death of the Family

() Modern families have not just become nuclear and neo-local, but also
filiocentric. How do you explain this trend? 20

(b) Examine the dialectical relation between tradition and modernity in the study
of social change. 20

(c) Is the increasing use of technology changing the status of women in Indian
society? Comment. 10

(a) How do you understand by the ‘minority’ question’? Examine the violence
and discrimination against the religious minorities in India. 20

(b) Does “economic empowerment” automatically bring about “substantive
empowerment” for women? Describe the important challenges for women
empowerment in India? 20

(c) Discuss the contributions of Sylvia Walby in theorizing patriarchy. 10

(@) How do you understand the phenomena of the mushrooming of sects and
cults in contemporary society? Discuss the factors responsible for the trend.
20

(b) Critically evaluate the argument that women continue to face similar kinds
of discrimination regardless of their class, caste, or regional background. With
feminist perspective, in your opinion, best explains the diversity in women’s
experiences. 20

(c) Write a short note on the descriptive and classificatory system of kinship.
10
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