Mains 2026
Test 3
[Paper | — Sectional Test 3]
Stratification and Mobility
Works and Economic Life
Politics and Society
Time allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 250

Question Paper Specific Instructions

¢ There are EIGHT questions divided in two SECTIONS.
+ Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

+¢ Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE
are to be attempted choosing at least ONE from each section.



Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

SECTION A

Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

a) The Power Elite

b) Critically examine functionalists’ views on poverty.

c) Differences are socially transformed into inequalities. Justify the
statement with the help of case studies.

d) Digital society is more inclusive in nature. Do you agree?

e) Discuss the concerns raised by Ulrich Beck in his conception of ‘Risk
Society’. Support your arguments with examples.

(@) How do Karl Marx and Max Weber differ in terms of their analysis of
social stratification? 20

(b) Explain the concept of power. Distinguish between power and authority.

20
(c) Protests by informal sector workers in urban India is about more than
just wages. Discuss. 10

(@ How are open and closed systems of stratification undergoing
transformation in the emergence of new hierarchical social order in
societies? 20

(b) Examine the functioning of political parties in the democracies of the
developing societies with the help of relevant examples. 20

(c) Gender is socially constructed. Discuss the statement in context of the
recent developments centering around ‘the determination of gender
identity’. 10

(a) Examine the conceptual distinction between social inequality and social
stratification. How do the nature and forms of the social stratification
system determine the patterns of social mobility? 20

(b) Explain the conditions under which a collective action transforms into a
social movement. 20

(c) Discuss the important concerns related to the recently promulgated
UGC regulations to address discrimination in higher educational
institutions. 10



SECTION B

Q5. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

Q6.

Q7.

Q8.

(a) Embourgeoisement thesis

(b) Intersectionality of caste, class and gender complicates the study of social
stratification in India. Comment.

(c) Discuss the different strands of feminism. Which one according to you best
explains the complexity of Indian society?

(d) Is ‘iron law of oligarchy’ helpful in understanding contemporary society?
Comment.

(e) Feminisation of labour in informal sector

(@) Are social movements primordial in means and progressive in agenda?
Discuss. 20

(b) Explain Melvin Tumin’s critique related to the theory of social stratification.
20

(c) Discuss the relevance of Pareto’s views on circulation of elite in

contemporary Indian society. 10

(a) “Globalization has pushed the labour into informal organization of work.”
Substantiate your answer with suitable examples. 20

(b) Critically examine the concepts of nation and citizenship in the context of
globalization. 20

(c) Discuss the relationship between poverty and social exclusion. 10

(a) Elucidate the basic premises of Davis’ structural- functional theory of social
stratification. How far is it relevant in understanding contemporary Indian
society? 20

(b) Do you agree with Giddens’ argument that contemporary capitalist societies
have a dual labour market? Support you answer with the help of case studies
and examples. 20

(c) What do you understand by cumulative and dispersed inequality of
stratification? Discuss the relevance of these concepts in the context of Indian
society. 10
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