Mains 2026
Test 2
[Paper | — Sectional Test 2]
Sociological Thinkers
Time allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 250

Question Paper Specific Instructions

¢ There are EIGHT questions divided in two SECTIONS.
+ Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

+¢ Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE
are to be attempted choosing at least ONE from each section.



Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

SECTION A
Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

a) Class-in-itself and class-for-itself

b) ‘Social fact is to be treated as thing.” Discuss.
c) The Structure of Social Action

d) Relative Deprivation

e) Authority

(a) What is the focus of sociological analysis in the contributions of Emile
Durkheim? Give your answer with the help of any one of his contributions.

20
(b) Bring out a comparative analysis of Marxian and Parsonian views of
social change and examine the relevance of each view for social
development in the contemporary India. 20

(c) How could one use Merton’s concept of deviance to understand the

traffic problem in urban India? 10
(@ Compare Karl Marx with Emile Durkheim with reference to the
framework of ‘division of labour’. 20

(b) “It is not the consciousness of men that determines their being, but on
the contrary it is their social being that determines their consciousness.”
Examine Karl Marx’s notion of mode of production in the light of this
statement. 20

(c) Critically examine the contributions of Weber to the understanding of
industrial bureaucracy. 10

Q4. (a) Do you agree that Marxism offers a prefabricated theory of social

change? Discuss. 20

(b) Attempt a comparative analysis of the Weberian and Marxian theories
of social change. Which do you think is more relevant to the Indian society
at present? Give reasons for your answer. 20

(c) Discuss how Merton’s paradigm for functional analysis is an
advancement over the classical functionalism. 10



SECTION B
Q5. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

(a) Objectivity and value-neutrality

(b) Dialectical approach

(c) Manifest and latent functions

(d) Theoretical discourses on alienation
(e) Mind, Self and Society

Q6. (a) Talcott Parsons’ theory of social system has been criticized as a veiled
status quoist ideology. Critically examine how valid and justified is this
criticism. 20

(b) Identify the similarities and differences between Marx’s theory of
‘alienation’ and Durkheim’s theory of ‘anomie’. 20

(c) What is the difference between anomie in Merton and Durkheim?
Explain. 10

Q7. (a) ‘The history of the hitherto existing societies is the history of class
struggle’. Critically analyse the statement. 20

(b) Define Ideal Type and explain Weber’s concept of ‘Verstehen’ for
understanding social phenomena. 20

(c) Why Parsons’ theory is called as neo-evolutionary theory of social
change? Discuss. 10

Q8. (a) “According to Durkheim, the essence of religion in modern society is
the same as religion in primitive society.” Comment. 20

(b) What is ‘social action’? What is its place in the analytical frameworks
of Max Weber and Talcott Parsons? 20

(c) Write a short note on interactionist perspective on deviance. 10
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