Mains 2026
Testl
[Paper | — Sectional Test 1]
Sociology — The Discipline
Sociology as Science
Research Methods and Analysis
Time allowed: Three Hours Maximum Marks: 250

Question Paper Specific Instructions

¢ There are EIGHT questions divided in two SECTIONS.
+ Candidate has to attempt FIVE questions in all.

+¢ Questions no. 1 and 5 are compulsory and out of the remaining, THREE
are to be attempted choosing at least ONE from each section.



Q1.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

SECTION A
Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

a) Intellectual influences on emergence of sociology
b) Sociology and anthropology

¢) Reliability and validity

d) Cultural lag

e) Post-modernism

(@) “The sociological imagination enables us to grasp history and biography
and the relationship between the two in a society.” - C.W. Mills. Explain.

20
(b) German sociology and Marxism grew from different philosophical
roots. Comment. 20

(c). What is the distinctiveness of the feminist method of social research?
Comment. 10

(@) Do you think that common sense is the starting point of social research?
What are its advantages and limitations? Explain. 20

(b) Critically examine the structural-functional approach in sociology.

20
(c) The difference between information and data in social science is subtle.
Comment. 10

(@ Q. How do you view and assess the increasing trend of digital
ethnography and the use of visual culture in sociological research? 20

(b) What is a research design? Discuss the various types of research
designs with examples. 20

(c) Explain the probability sampling strategies with examples. 10



SECTION B
Q5. Write short notes on the following: (10x5=50)

(a) Early sociological theory developed in reaction to Marxism. Comment.

(b) ‘Sociology without History is rootless and History without Sociology is
fruitless.” Elaborate.

(c) Do you think ethnomethodology helps us in getting reliable and valid
data? Justify your answer.

(d) Is reflexive sociology a radical sociology? Discuss.

(e) Focus group

Q6. (a) Discuss the challenges associated with fieldwork research in sociology.
20

(b) Discuss the importance of interpretative understanding of social
phenomena and explain its limitations. 20

(c) “Hypothesis is a statement of the relationship between two or more
variables”. Elucidate by giving example of poverty and illiteracy. 10

Q7. (@) Comte developed his ‘positive philosophy’ to combat what he
considered to be the negative and destructive philosophy of the

Enlightenment. Discuss. 20

(b) Examine the notion that ‘complete objectivity is a myth’ in social
science research. 20

(c) What do you understand by sampling and non-sampling errors in

social research? 10
Q8. (a) Is non-positivistic methodology scientific? Illustrate. 20
(b) Bring out the significance of ethnography in social research. 20

(c) ‘Comparative sociology is not a special branch of sociology; it is
sociology itself’. Comment. 10
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